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should receive the approbation of the Emperor, Moltkc
was requested to take the necessary 'preparatory
measures for the above purposes. A short telegram
of the same day, addressed to Thile and which was to
be communicated to Delbruck,, says that on the two
preceding days the Chief was engaged in negotiations
for fifteen hours, and had sent Favre a tc strong
ultimatum." Another telegram reports to the Emperor
that, according to the French Ministers,, the stability of
the present Government will in a great measure depend
upon the speedy conclusion of the definitive treaty of
peace. On the llth a further telegram was sent to
Moltke saying that, from Fabrice's reports., the French
generals, believing they could themselves dispose of
the Communists,, would endeavour so to arrange
matters that they could dispense with our co-operation.
But in that case also it would be desirable to mass our
troops near Paris, as we could thus bring pressure to
bear upon the French National Assembly in connection
with the ratification of the treaty which would be
discussed in about ten days, by exciting the appre-
hensions of that body as to the decision which we
might take if the treaty were rejected.

Again a comic interlude 1 jet ween the serious scenes
of the drama. Fabrice sends a report from Lieutenant
von Mirbach, of the Guards, at St. Denis, which reached
him through General von Pape, with the extremely
naive marginal note: " Most obediently submitted for
kind consideration with the object of promoting the
accession to the French throne of Prince Frederick
Charles." The document in question was to the follow-
ing effect. Persons of all ranks and conditions, and
quite recently an Attach^ of the American Embassy,
had inquired whether it was true that Prince Frederick